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Conservationist of the Year Award 

Each year Monroe County Soil and Water Conservation District identifies an 

individual who has exhibited long-term dedication to promoting and participating in 

our District programs and conservation efforts. The Conservationist of the Year for 

2015 was named at this year’s Celebrate Agriculture Event. MCSWCD is pleased 

to announce that Don Borland was named the Conservationist of the Year for 2015. 

Don has dedicated over 25 years to educating local youth in the environmental 

arena. During his career with Eastridge High School, he encouraged his students to 

achieve a superior understanding in the study of environmental science and biology.  

 

Don has been a remarkable 

supporter of Monroe County 

Soil and Water Conservation 

District’s Envirothon Program 

for more than two decades. The 

Envirothon Program is a 

competition between high 

schools where small groups of 

students that are passionate 

about the environment are 

brought together to be quizzed 

in topics related to 

environmental conservation. 

These topics include: forestry, 

soils, aquatics, wildlife, and 

current environmental issues.  

Don has worked for over 24 

years to recruit, teach, and 

mentor students from Eastridge 

High School who join the 

Envirothon team. He has been very effective and innovative in his approach to 

preparing his students for competition. In fact, Don’s teams ranked in the top 5 

consistently at the local competition, of which two of them went on to compete at 

the NYS Competition placing in the top 15! 

 

Don recently retired from teaching at East Ridge High School in June, but has left a 

mark on the Soil & Water Conservation District by bringing over 500 of his 

students to participate in 24 years of Envirothon competitions! It was a great honor 

to work with Don Borland over the years and our District thanks him for all of his 

services in educating the youth about environmental conservation. We would like to 

wish Don luck in all of his future endeavors! 

From left to right: Don Borland, COTY; Kelly Emerick & Karen 

Ervay, MCSWCD staff; Steve Brew, Monroe County 

Legislator/MCSWCD Board Member. 
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We Had a Great Time at the Conservation Field Days Event! 

Monroe County SWCD would like to extend 

a big thanks to all instructors who helped set 

up and teach at the Conservation Field Days 

event! Our District would also like to thank 

the teachers and schools involved for helping 

the three day event go over smoothly! 

 

Each year Monroe County SWCD, along with 

our sponsors: Monroe County Parks and 

Wegmans, host an interactive environmental 

education event for 5th and 6th graders 

throughout Monroe County. Experts from 

various environmental fields volunteer to 

teach and raise awareness about current topics 

and issues in their field. This event gives 

students an opportunity to learn about the 

environment through hands on activities 

while enjoying the outdoors at Ellison Park.  

 

This event is a huge undertaking for our District. In our 28th annual Conservation Field Days event held 

September 20th, 21st and 22nd this year, over 1200 students from 15 different schools within Monroe 

County were in attendance. We take pride in offering a truly unique, fun filled and valuable learning 

experience for our young “future conservationists.” If you are interested in being involved in next year’s 

Conservation Field Days event, please contact Karen Ervay at: 753-7380 or email her directly at: 

karenervay@monroecounty.gov to find out what you can do to help! 

This Year’s Celebrate Agriculture Dinner was a Success! 

Over 100 people attended this year’s event held at Mayer’s Lake Ontario Winery and Vineyard on August 

13th. This partnership event is held each year by the District, Cornell Cooperative Extension of Monroe 

County and Monroe County Farm Bureau to promote local agriculture and agricultural education while 

raising funds for the Farm Bureau Agricultural Youth Scholarship. Not only was the food absolutely 

delicious, but it was all produced in Monroe and neighboring counties. Some of the items offered during the 

dinner were chicken, pasta, a variety of fruits and vegetables and for dessert; fresh blueberry pie and ice 

cream! Raffles and a silent auction were held during the event where people had the chance to win a variety 

of donated prizes at the end of the night. Thanks to the generous donations and sponsors received this year, 

we were able to raise nearly $3,000 for agricultural education and the Farm Bureau Agricultural Youth 

Scholarship. Thank you to everyone who attended and if you missed out on this amazing event, mark your 

calendar for next year’s dinner on August 12, 2017! 

Students are spraying water on a 3-D land model to learn about the effects of 

pollution and runoff in a watershed. 

mailto:karenervay@monroecounty.gov
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Help Your Pond Fish Survive the Winter 

Did you see dead fish floating in your pond last spring? 

One of the most common causes for a fish kill is not 

polluted water, but a lack of dissolved oxygen. A “winter 

fish kill” is a common occurrence during long winters 

where heavy snow covers the ice of a pond. In ponds, light 

penetrates the surface reaching aquatic vegetation in the 

water, and dissolved oxygen is produced through the 

process of photosynthesis. However, once a layer of ice has 

formed and snow accumulates on it, light cannot penetrate 

and dissolved oxygen is no longer replenished. If this 

occurs for an extended period of time, fish can become 

stressed and die due to lack of oxygen.  

 

An easy way to prevent winter fish kills is to shovel the snow off the pond.  However, be sure that the ice 

is thick enough to hold your own weight before shoveling. Another way to prevent winter fish kills is to 

install an aerator. A submergent aerator produces dissolved oxygen and keeps water circulating to help 

prevent fish kills and, although a continuous supply of electricity is needed to run one. If you have any 

questions about winter fish kills, aerators, or other pond concerns please contact the District (585)753-

7380. 

Fall Fish Stocking Program October 6, 2016 

For those who have ordered from our fall program, remember that our distribution will be on October 6th 

between 11:00 AM– 12:00 PM. Don’t forget to bring your own containers with at least 20 gallons of 

water from your pond to transport your fish home. Also, bring a cover to reduce water loss while traveling 

and keep your fish from jumping out of the container. 

 

If you didn’t get a chance to order this fall, we’ll have a program in the spring, typically in May or June. 

Our Spring 2017 Fish Stocking Program will include Triploid Grass Carp (shown below), which are 

commonly stocked to help control submerged vegetation. Note that Triploid Grass Carp are stocked 

by permit only through the NYS Department of Environmental Conservation (NYS DEC).           

You would need to apply and be approved to stock prior to placing an 

order. For those interested in Triploid Grass Carp please contact the NYS 

DEC Fisheries Department at (585) 226-2466 or visit their website for 

application details.  

We encourage pond owners to consider the depth of your pond before 

deciding to stock fish. Given the drought this past summer, it is likely that your pond depth is much lower 

than usual. Snowmelt this coming spring could contribute to recovering your pond’s water depth, but it 

will depend on the snowfall we get this winter. 

The District Fish Stocking Program offers several varieties of fish including: fathead minnows, perch, koi, 

triploid grass carp and others. Along with offering live fish, we also offer bags of fish food to help your 

fish acclimate to their new home, and barley straw to inhibit new algae growth. More information about 

the our Fish Stocking Program can be found on our website at www.monroecountyswcd.org. If you wish 

to be added to our mailing list to receive the Spring 2017 Fish Stocking Program information, please 

contact the office at (585)753-7380 or email Karen Ervay at karenervay@monroecounty.gov. 

 

Shoveling the snow off of a pond will help sunlight 

penetrate through the ice layer and help photosynthetic 

plants replenish dissolved oxygen. 

mailto:karenervay@monroecounty.gov
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It’s been a long, hot and dry summer and 

most grazing pastures show it. The moderate 

drought experienced in  Monroe County has 

not only limited field and vegetable 

production, but forage production as well. As 

with anything in farming, managing for the 

situation; by having a plan for rotation and 

animal numbers, will help reduce costs and 

time to revitalize pastures when moisture 

returns. No management usually makes a bad 

situation worse; which can lead to animal 

health issues, soil and water quality problems 

and increased costs. Below are some things 

to think about during and after a drought, to 

help pastures recover. 

 

During drought Situations: 

Limit animal numbers-Depending on 

economics, reducing herd numbers may be a 

viable option during dry periods. Lower herd 

numbers can help reduce grazing pressure, while simultaneously reducing feed and management 

expenses. 

Give paddocks longer rest periods-When forage plants don’t have the needed moisture it can delay 

regeneration after grazing. Maintain a post-grazed height of 2-4” and don’t re-graze until a height of 6-8” 

This may mean a longer rest period than usual. Manage to what the plants are doing, rather than a 

regimented time scale. 

Avoid Overgrazing-If left on pasture too long; livestock can graze down to the soil. Overgrazing causes 

stunted plant growth, which slows regrowth and can lead to bare spots causing soil erosion and an avenue 

for weeds to take hold. Bare ground evaporates more moisture, slows water infiltration, and is more likely 

to wash or blow away than ground that is covered. 

Weed Management-Mowing and spot spraying will help prevent weeds from going to seed and minimize 

livestock from eating potentially toxic plants. 

Be prepared to provide supplemental forage-Although expensive, be prepared to provide more forage 

or supplements to make up for the fact that the livestock are eating less in the field. This may mean re-

calculating for hay and feed storage for fall and winter. 

 

After drought situations: 

Delay grazing- This dovetails along with overgrazing and longer rest periods. Moisture alone does not 

overcome drought stress. It can be tempting to start grazing as soon as additional moisture greens up 

pastures, but grazing too soon on drought-weakened plants can cause further decline, prolong recovery or 

even kill plants. It may be wise to keep livestock in a barnyard or sacrifice area and provide supplemental 

feed; until pastures are suitable for grazing. 

Be prepared to fertilize-Soil testing the pasture well help to know what nutrients will be needed for 

forage recovery. Adequate soil moisture will optimize fertilizer use. 

Reseed/Renovate-Depending on when the drought breaks, a fall or spring overseed after proper fertilizer 

application will help fill in bare spots and decrease weed pressure. Renovation would only be necessary if 

more than 50% of the forage is lost as result of the drought. 

Pasture Grazing During Droughts 

This past summer’s drought has limited the growth of  pasture grazing grasses 

in the area. Pasture management can help production  and help to ensure that 

your pasture does not  lead to animal health or environmental issues. 
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The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYS DEC) Commissioner issued a 
drought watch for the entire state of New York on July 15, 2016. On August 24, 2016 the NYS DEC 
upgraded the drought watch to a drought warning for the Great Lakes, Finger Lakes, and Southern Tier 
drought regions. Although we have had some recent rain events, many ponds and other water bodies are 
still unusually low.  
 
Rainwater typically recharges groundwater and bodies of water, but in long periods of drought this does 
not take place and water levels lower. We are very lucky to live near many lakes that supply a large 
portion of Monroe County with the water we use on a daily basis. If the grass was a little greener a few 
weeks ago many of us would go on our daily lives without even realizing that our area was in a period of 
drought. Although sometimes it is easy to take this valuable resource for granted in our region, not 
everyone is so lucky. 

 
The food we eat requires water to grow and a lot of it. 
Many of the local farmers that supply a lot of our food 
are located in more rural communities and do not have 
public water. These farmers depend on irrigation 
ponds, wells, and natural bodies of water to grow crops 
and raise animals. When these sources of water dry up 
there may not be another option. 
  
Water is a valuable resource that should never be 
wasted, but in times of drought it is especially 
important to conserve water. You are probably familiar 
with some conversation techniques such as taking 
shorter showers and not leaving the water running, but 
here are some water conservation techniques that you 
may be less familiar to you: 

 
 Lower the amount of water needed for lawn irrigating – You can limit evaporation by watering your 

lawn in the morning before the sun rises. Although it may seem like it’s a waste of water to water it 
until it is fully saturated, it actually promotes deep root growth. Grass with deep roots require less 
frequent watering and can better withstand periods of hot, dry weather. Also raising the blade on your 
lawn mower can promote deeper grass root growth. 

 
 Installing a rain barrel - Rain barrels collect rainwater 

from your roof and allow you to store the water for 
outdoor use at a later time. Water collected from a rain 
barrel can be used to water plants or wash a car. Rain 
barrels can lower the amount of water need to use from 
your drinking water supply and help conserve high 
quality drinking water.     

 
 Check and Fix Leaky Fixtures – A dripping faucet can 

waste over 3,000 gallons per year and a leaky toilet can 
waste 200 gallon per day. The amount of water wasted 
from a leaky fixture can really add up. Toilet leaks are not 
always apparent, but can be easily detected if you have 
some food coloring. Place a few drops of food coloring in 
the toilet tank and wait a half hour. Check the toilet bowl 
if there is colored water in it, there is a leak. 

Helpful Tips for Conserving Water During Periods of Drought 
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A Tribute to Vytautas (Vyt) Burkunas, District Technician 

It is with both great respect and sadness that we 

include this article in our fall newsletter. Hearing the 

news of Vyt’s passing in late July prompted our 

reflection toward this very dedicated Conservation 

District employee and, overall, great individual.   

 

During his tenure, he provided assistance to 100’s of 

farmers and landowners as they looked to the District 

for expertise in the surveying, designing and 

installing tens of thousands of feet of tile drainage, 

the development of wildlife habitat,  forestry 

management, providing assistance on erosion control 

and the design and construction of many ponds and 

marsh areas throughout Monroe County. Vyt retired 

from his 30 year career with the District just 10 years 

ago.  

 

His hearty laugh and giving demeanor was sometimes masked behind his frame and it may be a little 

known fact, but this man helped build the framework to many of the District’s program successes. So 

thank you Vyt! Thank you for your enormous contribution to what the District has become and for sharing 

your expertise with so many for all those years!     

Vyt Burkunas, long time District Technician  with MCSWCD  

Monroe County Soil and Water Conservation District is providing three New York State Department of 

Environmental Conservation (NYS DEC) Endorsed 4 Hour Erosion and Sediment Control Trainings in 

the upcoming months. These training will take place in the Town of Perinton, Town of Chili, and the 

Town of Henrietta. 

  

The NYS DEC Endorsed 4 Hour Erosion and Sediment Control Training provides contractors with 

required training that are involved in soil disturbing activities of one or more acres of land on construction 

sites that have a NYS Stormwater Discharge Pollution Prevention from Construction Activity Permit. The 

course costs $100.00 per person, but is free to any Municipal Staff from local government agencies that 

are a part of the Stormwater Coalition of Monroe County. Space is limited and per-registration is required 

by the Wednesday of the week prior to the Training. You may register online through our website (http://

monroecountyswcd.org/) or contact our office to receive a registration form by mail.  
  

Attention Contractors: Erosion and Sediment Control Training  

Date Location 

October 26, 2016 

Perinton Public Works Facility 

Building A, Room 208 

100 Cobb’s Lane Fairport, NY 14450 

November 16, 2016 

Chili Town Hall 

Main Meeting Room 

3333 Chili Avenue Rochester, NY 14624 

December 15, 2016 

Henrietta Town Hall 

Main Meeting Room 

475 Calkins Road Rochester, NY 14623 

http://monroecountyswcd.org/
http://monroecountyswcd.org/
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145 Paul Road, Building 5 
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kellyemerick@monroecounty.gov 
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